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The Communist Party of Cyprus - AKEL 


Andreas Stergiou 


I. Short History of the Party until 2007 


The Progressive Party of Working People - AKEL, as the Cypriot Communist 
Party is widely known, is the oldest political party of Cyprus.! The Cypriot 
Communist Party was established under the name KKK (Communist Party of 
Cyprus - Kommunistiko Komma Kyprou) in the 1920s. The founding Confer- 
ence of the new party was held in Limassol on August 15th, 1926. AKEL was 
actually a new party which evolved from KKK in the year 1941. In 1943 the old 
KKK party was absorbed into AKEL. 

In the following decades success came rapidly for the new AKEL party, al- 
though it did not take part in the independence war against the British 1955-59 
and remained closely aligned with the Moscow policy. Its moderate and flexible 
stance on domestic affairs and its consequent strategy of allying with politicians 
across the political spectrum slowly established AKEL as the main party of the 
Mediterranean island. The fact that during the Cold War Cyprus belonged to 
the non-aligned movement proved a favorable factor for the communists. On 
the other hand, this situation left Cyprus without allies at the most critical mo- 
ment in its history, when Turkish troops landed on the island in the year 1974 
and, contrary to international law, seized.and occupied over a third of the is- 
land territory. In 1983 the leader of the Turkish-Cypriot community, Rauf 
Denktash, unilaterally declared the “Independent Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus” in the occupied part, recognized only by Turkey. 


1 To date, the history and political system of Cyprus remains a Terra Incognita for most 
European researchers. Thus, this study had to deal with the problem that so far no sci- 
entific resources exist which the author could use. Some exceptions are the books by 
Adams, AKEL; Papageorgiou, To allo KKE [the other KKE]; Papafotis, KKE-AKEL, 
which is in the largest part only a copy of the book by Papageorgiou. In 1984, The par- 
ty itself published an album with photographic documents and special historic docu- 
ments: Central Committee of AKEL (ed.), Album of photographic documents and spe- 
cial historic documents of the communist party of Cyprus. See also Richter, AKEL- 
Kommunistische Partei Zyperns. In: Thetis, 9 (2002), pp. 219-238 and Stergiou, Die 
Kommunistische Bewegung in Zypern. In: Thetis, 5/6 (1999), pp. 393-408. In addi- 
tion, the author interviewed two members of the Political Bureau of AKEL, Giannakis 
Kolokassidis and Andros Kyprianou. He also spoke with Donis Christofinis who had 
been responsible for the international relations of AKEL for twenty-one years. 
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Crisis symptoms, however, emerged in the 1980s within AKEL. Approxi- 
mately one year before the enormous turbulence in the communist world, on 
10 April 1988, Ezekias Papaioannou, party leader since 1949, died. One month 
before he had expressed his desire to resign because of his failing health. His 
death ushered in a new era for the Cypriot communist movement. The death of 
the Secretary-General precipitated an intra-party crisis over the question of suc- 
cession among the several party factions.? 

For many years the communists made no attempt at ideologic-political renew- 
al.’ Support for Soviet policy in the field of foreign policy as a means of secur- 
ing the favor of a great power in the Cyprus conflict had lost its attraction in the 
preceding years, and financial prosperity in the Cypriot society offered no op- 
portunities for left-wing agitation in the field of domestic affairs. 

At its plenary meeting on 22 April, the AKEL Central Committee elected 
Dimitris Christofias, who belonged to the orthodox Marxist wing of the party, 
as its secretary-general. Aged 42, Christofias became the youngest secretary-gen- 
eral of acommunist party in Europe and simultaneously became the inspiration 
for the new profile of the Communist Party of Europe. However, the crisis con- 
tinued to unfold. The so-called Perestroika-Supporters Faction,* along with 
some dissident journalists, sought to reform the old party structure. For the 
first time, articles and explanations against the party line were published.® The 
conflict reached a climax in January 1990, when the Central Committee of 
AKEL decided to expel six of its members. 

On 11 April 1990 the expelled members declared their intention of creating 
a new party, which finally was established on 29.4. 1990. The new party, head- 
ed by G. Digles, was called ADISOK (Ananeotiko Dimokratiko Sosialistiko 
Kinima = Renewed Democratic Socialist Movement). It held its first congress 
7-8 July. It called itself “a pluralist, democratic movement, but with a socialist 
orientation”. 

Hovewer, the changes to the world order and in AKEL’s leadership since 
1989 did not destabilize the party. It continued to be very cautious. It avoided 
introducing important and sudden changes either in the party’s bureaucracy or 
its ideology and policies, a move that could have alienated masses of tradition- 
al left voters. The new leader’s style and moderate positions also helped the par- 
ty to gain the confidence of more Cypriots. Thanks to its influential organiza- 
tion, which became apparent at all levels of public life, AKEL managed to make 
up for the losses again. 3-7 October 1990 AKEL held its Seventeenth Party 


2 The party commented on the political change in Eastern Europe very briefly. By a lap- 
idary report the C.C. of the AKEL (Anakoinosi tis Kentrikis Epitropis tou AKEL 
Lefkosia 17-1211989) declared that it did not interfere with the internal affairs of the 
other nn. and labor parties. 

See Tzermias, Geschichte der Republik Zypern, pp. 616-618. 

A. Ziartides = chairman of the trade union PEO. 

An. Kanaouros, P. Digles, M. Papapetrou, A. Fandis. 

See Xatzikiriakos/Christoforou, Vouleftikes [parliamentary elections], pp. 146-151. 
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Congress.’ Out of 1,401 elected delegates, a total of 1,280 attended the con- 
gress as voters. The orthodox communists gained 30.6 % of the votes and 
18 seats in the Cypriot parliament in the parliamentary elections of 1991 and 
became the second-strongest party. 

At the same time two new formations emerged,.the Liberal Party of former 
minister Nicos Rolandis and the Pancyprian Refugee Movement (PAKOP). The 
former had its candidates on the lists of the Democratic Rally DISY, while 
PAKOP presented lists only in constituencies where refugees originate (Lefkosia, 
Kerynia, Ammochostos). 

The new parties failed to win any seats, the Conservatives (DISY) increased 
its support to 35.8 % and 20 seats, AKEL won back some of the lost ground 
with 30.6 % and 18 seats, the right-wing liberal party DIKO suffered a setback 
(19.5 %) and 11 seats, while the socialist party EDEK remained stable at 11 % 
and 7 seats, one more than in 1985. 

Soon after the elections the Democratic Rally initiated a goodwill approach 
to DIKO; it supported the latter’s vice chairman Alexis Galanos to the office of 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the two parties concluded a 
coalition pact for the mayoral elections of December 1991. DISY was very gen- 
erous, supporting DIKO candidates in half of the municipalities. 

In return, the Democratic Party supported the candidacy of Glafcos Clerides 
to Presidency in February 1993. After two successive failures, in 1983 and 1988, 
Clerides was elected President of the Republic in the second round, with a lead 
of about 2000 votes. In the presidential elections of 1993 the communists lost 
their influence on the government, for the first time in many years. Their sworn 
enemy, Glafkos Clerides, won the election against the candidate Vasiliou, sup- 
ported by AKEL. 

However, while ADISOK degenerated into an insignificant political group,® 
AKEL, with its new leader, Christofias, who had meanwhile developed into a 
charismatic politician since the parliamentary elections of 1996,° was remark- 
ably successful. In the form of a coalition (AKEL - New Forces) with political 
personages from the left end of the spectrum, the communists gained 33 % of 
the votes and 19 seats thanks to the new legislation. Under the competent lead- 
ership of Dimitris Christofias AKEL had become the most successful commu- 
nist party in Europe. The new Secretary-General of the party created a new par- 
ty profile far from the former Stalinist image. "° 

Born in Dhicomo on 29 August 1946, a part of Kyrenia District, now in the 
area occupied by Turkish troops, the historian who studied in Moskow (Insti- 


7 Itis the congress of the renewal of the party. 

8 In 1996 the ADISOK united with the party of the former President of Cyprus Vasiliou, 
KED. Out of this a new party named Elefteroi Dimokrates [free democrats] (EDH) 
emerged. Meanwhile they are called Enomenoi Dimokrates (United Democrats). 

9 On the elections program of the alliance H Diki mas Protasi: AKEL Aristera Nees 
Dinameis [Our proposal: AKEL Left New Forces] (C.C. of the AKEL, Nicosia 1996). 

10 On the personality of Christofias see Zavou, Ta Politika commata tis Kyprou ston 200 
Aiona [The political Parties of Cyprus in the 20th Century], pp. 437-441. 
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tute of Social Sciences in Moscow and Academy of Social Sciences of the Soviet 
Union, Doctor of Philosophy in History) developed into one of the most popu- 
lar politicians in Cyprus in a very short time. 

At the age of fourteen Christofias became a member of the Pancyprian United 
Students Organisation (PEOM), and in 1964 he became a member of the 
Progressive Party of the Working People (AKEL), of the Pancyprian Labour 
Federation (PEO) and of the United Democratic Youth Organisation (EDON). 
In 1969 at the 5th Congress of EDON, he was elected member of the Central 
Council. In 1974 he returned to Cyprus and was employed by EDON, where he 
was elected to the post of central organizational secretary, and in 1977 to the 
post of secretary general. He served at this post until 1987. During this period 
he was in regular contact and collaboration with international and national 
youth organizations. 

In 1976 he was elected a member of the Nicosia-Kyrenia District Committee 
of A.K.E.L. In 1982 he was elected a member of the Central Committee of the 
party, in 1986 member of the Political Bureau and in 1987 a member of the 
Secretariat of the Central Committee. Following the death of Ezekias Papaioan- 
nou, AKEL’s secretary-general, on 10 April 1988, he was appointed acting sec- 
retary-general by the Political Bureau of the party. On 22 April 1988, as it has 
already been described, the plenum of the Central Committee elected him to 
the post of the secretary-general of the party’s Central Committee, a post to 
which he was re-elected three more times (1990, 1996 and 2000). At the par- 
liamentary elections of 19 May 1991 he was elected Member of the House of 
Representatives, standing as an AKEL - Left New Forces candidate in the Kyre- 
nia constituency, and was re-elected at the subsequent parliamentary elections 
of 26 May 1996 and 27 May 2001. On 7 June 2001 he was elected President of 
the House of Representatives for the Eighth Term of Office. 

Under his leadership the party undertook a significant ideologic renewal. ‘The 
most important ideological change, concerning the attitude of the AKEL to the 
European Union, took place in 1995. At the European Union summit on Corfu 
on 24-25 June 1994 it was decided that Cyprus and Malta should be included 
into the next European Union enlargement. AKEL had to rise to the new chal- 
lenge facing the country. In the past few decades AKEL had been against any 
kind of rapprochement between Cyprus and the European Union. In accordance 
with the policy of the Communist Bloc it considered the European Union “a ve- 
hicle of capitalism and imperialism”, a view it had not given up even after the 
end of the Cold War. 

The new set of circumstances, however, caused the party to change its prin- 
cipal perception of the European Union. One year after the summit on Corfu 
AKEL published a brochure with its new position on the EU: 

“The European Union is by now an existing reality, more economic and less political. Its 
integration is done in a way that is far from responding to the wishes of the progressive 


people of our planet. It has made great strides in the field of economic integration, whi- 
le the social field is not included into its priorities. In the fields of common foreign 
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policy, defense and security, dependence on the USA and NATO is obvious. The Europe 
of the peoples, given the present situation, remains a distant dream. In order to make a 
move towards the right direction we need ta:support and strengthen those forces within 
the E.U. (i. e. the left parties) which are fighting for an integrated Europe of the citizens, 
for human rights, for basic freedoms, for the environment, for democracy, social justice 
and for a better quality of life. Accession to:the European Union could also promote a 
solution to the Cyprus Problem.”" 


‘Re-orientation was justified on the are that Turkey could never have a 
real chance on European Union membership without a solution to the Cyprus 
problem and Cyprus as a European Union member could get more bargaining 
leverage. The giving up of the old position on the EU proved a very successful 
tactic. 

The last parliamentary elections on 29.5.2001 brought a triumph to AKEL. 
After twenty years, once more it became the strongest party in the Greek Cypriot 
Parliament. The communists gained 34.71 % of the votes and 20 seats. Accord- 
ing to the presidential system of the Republic of Cyprus, shifts in power in the 
parliament are of little importance. However, they are considered to be the most 
important test for the following presidential elections.” 


Table 1: Electoral Results 


Parliamentary Elections 1991 


According to the last Parliamentary Elections on 27 May 2001", the distributi- 
on of seats by party is as follows: 


11 However, the party refused to approve the constitution of the European Union, which 
was approved by the Cypriot parliament in June 2005. 

12 See the very interesting analysis by Christoforou, Election Report. In: South European 
Society & Politics, 6 (2001) 2, pp. 97-118. 

13 In June 2001 the new Members of the House elected the General Secretary of AKEL 
Mr Demetris Christofias as President of the House of Representatives. . 
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In view of the impending presidential election, AKEL made an agreement 
with the Democratic Party, DIKO, in 2001. Thanks to this agreement, AKEL se- 
cured for itself the position of the parliament president, which was occupied by ` 
the Secretary-General of AKEL, Dimitris Christofias. In return, DIKO secured 
the support of AKEL for its candidate for the presidential election of 2003. This 
way the DIKO chairman and common candidate of AKEL and DIKO, Tassos 
Papadopoulos, achieved an easy victory in the year 2003. 


Table 2: The Results of the last 2003 Presidential Election 


Tassos Papadopoulos | 213,353 L GAII DIKO 02-8) EIOS 


(6.6), Greens (2.0). Total: 58.1 


Glafcos Clerides 160,724 | 38.8 _ |DISY 64.0), EDI (2.6), ADIK (2.2). 
Total: 38.8 
21 


Mecos Markides | 27304 Bee 


Omen [sul | 


The key to success in presidential elections is the strategy of forming alliances 
in support of a candidate. In all but one of the post-Makarios presidential elec- 
tions some parties joined forces before the first ballot. The lesson drawn from 
all contests over the years is that there is no guarantee that a candidate can se- 
cure the total votes of the parties supporting him. A number of other factors play 
a decisive role for the outcome, including a long-term strategy that can consol- 
idate both the electoral co-operation of the parties and a maximum of popular 
support. 

According to the 1960 Constitution the president of the Republic of Cyprus 
is the highest authority, elected for a five-year term of office. The president is 
the head of State and government; s/he appoints the Council of Ministers and 
exercises executive power with the cabinet. The singularity of the Cypriot pres- 
idential system lies in Article 54 of the Constitution, according to which “the 
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Council of Ministers shall exercise executive power in all other matters”, mean- 
ing other than those expressly reserved within the competence of the president 
and vice-president and the Communal Chambers. 

The outcome of the February 2003 Cyprus presidential elections confirmed 
the influence of the communists. The party’s ambitions to assume state responsi- 
bilities, expressed since 2001, were fulfilled; its favored candidate, the Chairman 
of the Democratic Party, Tassos Papadopoulos, was elected to presidency. 
Success in the first round was based on a strategy of alliances, the persistence 

‚of ideologic cleavages and party discipline. The new president chairs a cabinet 
in which for the first time AKEL’s ministers participate and form a majority. In 
the new cabinet AKEL got five ministerial positions. 

Tassos Papadopoulos, aged 72, the leader of DIKO, started his career in the 
anti-colonial struggle and at the age of 25 was appointed Minister of the Interior 
in the committee that undertook the transition from colonial government to the 
independent Republic of Cyprus. He held various ministerial portfolios from 
1960 to 1970, when he was elected a member of the House of Representatives. 
He became the president’s, Clerides, aide in the intercommunal talks on the 
Cyprus issue, succeeding him in 1976 as the Greek Cypriot interlocutor. In 1978 
President Spyros Kyprianou accused him of conspiracy against his authority and 
subsequently removed him from his post. In 1980 Papadopoulos founded his 
own political party, Union of the Centre (Evwon Kevrpov), which failed to enter 
parliament. In spite of the bitter enmity of the past, he joined Kyprianou’s par- 
ty, DIKO, in 1985. He did not seek office until October 2000, when the party 
founder decided to resign and Papadopoulos succeeded him as chairman with- 
out opposition. 

During his career in politics Papadopoulos has proved an ability to keep a 
low profile when needed. He has never hesitated to disagree and follow a course 
of his own. He was one of the two members of the Cypriot delegation at the 
London negotiations in February 1959 who disagreed with the acceptance of 
the London and Zurich agreements on independence of Cyprus and the estab- 
lishment of the Republic of Cyprus. He also distanced himself from Clerides and 
his party in the 1970s and followed a solitary course. Following the failure of 
his own party in 1981, Papadopoulos showed extreme patience; 20 years later 
he managed not only to gain control of the party he had formerly fought against 
but also to win the presidency of the Republic. 

However, difficulties also began at the same time for AKEL. The presidential 
election on 16 February 2003 took place in a climate of great expectations, cou- 
pled with uncertainty over the future of Cyprus. The United Nations had set a 
number of pressing deadlines with the support of the European Union, and the 
Cypriots were expected to give their reply after the elections. Tassos Papado- . 
poulos has been viewed as a “hardliner” by most outside observers, many Greek 


14 Christoforou, South European Briefing. In: South European Society & Politics, 8 (2003) 
3, pp. 94-118. 
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and most Turkish Cypriots; his commitment to a solution to the Cyprus prob- 
lem on the basis of the Annan Plan has been heavily doubted. This plan (the 
Comprehensive Settlement of the Cyprus Problem) was another attempt by the 
UN and personally by UN-General Secretary Kofi Annan to bring both sides to 
the negotiation table. 

The plan provided for territorial adjustments and a federal state of two re- 
gions, under Greek and Turkish Cypriot administration respectively. This devel- 
opment not only directly affected the election campaign, it also created a climate 
of uncertainty. A solution to the Cyprus issue would have led to a change of the 
political system and, eventually, to the cancellation of the presidential elec- 
tions. 

Since the division of the island in 1974 the Turkish side has usually adopted 
an intransigent attitude towards efforts by the UN to solve the Cyprus problem. 
The various Turkish governments and the Turkish Cypriot leader, Rauf Denk- 
tash, repeatedly declared that they considered the status quo the solution to the 
problem. Moreover, whenever negotiations started the Turkish side insisted on 
the recognition of the “Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus” as part of any set- 
tlement after its unilateral declaration in 1983 - a demand completely unaccept- 
able to the Greek side but more importantly to the international community as 
well. Yet the traditional assumptions about the intransigent Turkish and Turkish 
Cypriot leaders were shaken by the political changes in Turkey and northern 
Cyprus since 2002. In a dramatic break with the past, Rauf Denktash and his 
consistently status quo oriented policy were publicly denounced by a large part 
of the Turkish Cypriot population in mass demonstrations in 2002 and 2003. 

However, the final plan proposed by the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations in 2004, which should have been approved by the Turkish and Cypriot 
Community in April 2004, took Turkish preferences into account. The occupa- 
tion of the Northern part of Cyprus was legitimized, while the settlers that the 
Turkish government had illegally brought to the island in recent decades were 
naturalized through the plan. The Greek Cypriots’also feared that Turkey would 
exercise its military superiority in the region and possibly conquer an addition- 
al part or the entire island. In that context the approximately 35,000 Turkish 
soldiers currently on the island were perceived as a massive security threat. 
Finally, they dreaded that the independence of Cyprus would be severely limit- 
ed if the “mother countries” gained equal or even more rights than those grant- 
ed to Greece, Turkey and Britain in 1960 in the Treaties of Guarantee and 
Alliance, when the Cyprus Republic was created.'® 

The USA and Great Britain worked in a counterproductive way until the last 
moment before the referendum to put pressure on President Papadopoulos and 
AKEL. Finally, Papadopoulos emotionally appealed to the Greek Cypriot peo- 


15 Ibid., p. 95. 

16 Mallinson, Kupros mia istoriki Prooptiki, pp. 437-440. Theofanous, To Sxedio Annan 
kai I Evropaiki Epilogi. Faustmann, The Cyprus Question Still Unsolved. In: Südost- 
europa-Mitteilungen, 6 (2004), pp. 44-68. 
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ple to reject the Annan plan which threatened the substantive sovereignty of the 
Cypriot Republic and campaigned successfully for the “no” vote among the 
Greek Cypriot community. 

AKEL came into confrontation with its own history and with itself. For 
decades the party had supported the coexistence of both communities, building 
bridges to the other side, while the other parties were accusing AKEL of nation- 
al treason. Now the opportunity had finally come to go a common way with the 
Turkish Cypriots who in this overwhelming majority were in favor of the plan. 

The reaction of AKEL, the most influential political and social actor on the 
island, would decide the result. The Central Committee of the party held its his- 
toric session on 9 and 10 April 2004 and adopted the most serious resolution 
in its history. AKEL called upon the United Nations and the international com- 
munity to postpone the plebiscite for a few months, so that the deficiencies of 
the Annan plan could be corrected and a broader acceptance within the Cypriot 
people could be secured, otherwise the party had to reject the plan. The main 
deficiency concerned the lack of security guarantees in case the Turkish occu- 
pation troops would not withdraw. 

Conceding to this claim, the UN-Secretary General prepared a draft resolu- 
tion providing for a strengthened UN presence entitled “United Nations 
Settlement Implementation Mission in Cyprus” and an imposition of an arms 
embargo on Cyprus in order tọ support the demilitarization of the island, which 
should be approved by the Security Council. However, Russia!’ torpedoed a UN 
resolution which would have provided sufficient guarantees, at least as far as the 
official AKEL view was concerned. Russia traditionally maintains close and 
friendly relations with the Republic of Cyprus and in particular with the main 
pillar of the current government, the communist party AKEL.'® 

At the same time the plan was rejected by broad parts of the Greek Cypriot 
population for various reasons. A great dilemma emerged for Communists. If 
AKEL were to support the plan, it would behave correctly in relation to its his- 
tory, but would lose enormous popularity. If it rejected the plan, it would betray 
its political tradition of reconciliation between the two communities, but in the 
end it would be on the side of the winners of the Ballot. It decided on rejection 
and remained attractive for its voters. The result was that nearly 76 percent of 
the Greek Cypriots rejected the plan, while the Turkish Cypriots voted for the 
plan by a two-thirds majority. 

In the parliamentary elections of Mai 2006 the electoral alliance lead by 
AKEL under the attractive name of AKEL Left-Wing and New Forces lost over 
three per cent Of its electoral influence and came to 31.13 per cent. However, 
thanks to the simultaneously bad electoral results of its main opponent, the 
Democratic Rally, the AKEL remained the ruling party in the Cypriot political 


17 The Greek side lost a lot of credibility because of rumours that AKEL and Papadopoulos 
urged Moscow to block the necessary resolution. 

18 Faustmann, The Cyprus Question Still Unsolved. In: Siidosteuropa-Mitteilungen, 6 
(2004), pp. 44-68. 
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field. Thus “© Party was compelled to change its political course towards the 
the---Party coalition which had been in power since 2003. An extraordinary 
party congress that took place in Nicosia in Mai 2007 nominated for the first 
time in the whole party history its party leader as its candidate for the 2008 elec- 
tions. This decision triggered off the break-up of the three-party coalition and 
the resignation of four AKEL ministers (Foreign Affairs, Interior, Communi- 
cations, Works and Health). 


Il. The Position of AKEL and Its Auxiliary Organizations in the 
Cypriot Society 


In order to be able to reconstruct the special political structures on Cyprus it 
should be taken into account that the party-political interests penetrate all 
spheres of public and private life. Thus, in many villages there are coffee hous- 
es and taverns which identify themselves with different political formations. Left- 
and right-wing soccer associations, communist, socialist and conservative coop- 
eratives etc. exist everywhere, so that one gets the impression that everything is 
completely dominated by politics. 

A number of reasons; both structural and conjunctural, explain the party’s 
success. AKEL has implemented modern methods of organization at all levels 
of its party machine which has a well-defined hierarchy. Its geographical struc- 
ture, at both the local and national levels, allows for smooth and effective func- 
tioning with every member of the party aware of his/her role. At the same time, 
regular contact with party members and sympathizers is facilitated through nu- 

,; merous parallel and satellite organizations: workers’ and farmers’ trade unions, 
women’s, students’ and youth organizations. The party also has significant finan- 
cial power translated into political influence through companies it controls in 
both the industrial and the services sectors. 

Like every communist party, AKEL also expects every single cadre to show 
active political commitment. In the 5" article of the Constitution of AKEL it 
says: “AKEL draws its strength from its ideological, political and organizational 
cohesion, from the functioning of party democracy, from its collective work, the 
conscious participation and action of its members and from the constant enhan- 
cement and strengthening of its bonds with the working people and the Cypriot 
people in general.” 

In the first organizational article of the constitution it says: “the Party’s 
organization structure and function is based on democratic centralism, with de- 
mocracy being constantly developed. The ideas of democratic centralism, enri- 
ched by experience and the new political thinking, ensure: 


1. Full democracy within the Party 
2. Unified line and leadership 
3. Conscious discipline”. 
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The active cooperation of all cadres enables the party to maintain direct contact 
to all members and sympathizers of AKEL through various agencies and organ- 
izations. AKEL is reputed to be a tightly controlled apparatus, structured around 
the principle of democratic centralism.'? 

According to the constitution of AKEL, the members of the Party come from 
among workers, office workers, peasants, professionals, artisans, scientists, in- 
tellectuals and other working people, both men and women, of any national ori- 
gin, people noted for their social activity. The entry to the Party must be sup- 
ported by two Party members who know the prospective member well. Decision 
is taken by the Party Base Group (P.B.G.) by majority vote, the body immedi- 
ately above is informed, and the member then receives his party card. 

Although each member has the right-wing to freely take part in the discus- 
sion on working out the Party’s political line, the Party’s tactics and the formu- 
lation of decisions, to freely express his beliefs within the Party Organization and 
bodies, he belongs to and within the bodies he is part of, on any issue under dis- 
cussion as well as on the activities of any member or cadre or of a guiding Party 
organ and to freely exercise criticism, in reality the decision-making process is 
the privilege of a small group of people around the Secretary-General. 

Therefore, the party created explicit guidelines for the maintenance of party 
discipline. According to these guidelines, the members and organizations of 
AKEL are basically obliged to guard and strengthen the cohesion and the unity 
of the Party. The undermining of party unity and discipline, the creation of splin- 
ter groups and factions within the Party, the conscious violation of any of the 
provisions of the constitution and of the party regulations are liable to discipli- 
nary sanctions. 

A member of the Party who opposes party decisions, violates party discipline 
and party ethics, is considered to undermine the prestige of a party organ or of 
a party cadre or to take recourse to actions that harm the Party and is liable to 
the following sanctions, depending on the case: (a) telling off or telling off ac- 
companied by warning (b) removal from posts held (c) temporary or indefinite 
suspension (d) dismissal from party. 

Today party membership, after some withdrawals because of the attitude of 
the Party to the Annan plan, amounts to 14,000. By European standards this 
number may seem small, but given a population of about 700,000 it is not neg- 
ligible. The supreme political body is the congress which is convened every five 
years. It forms a quorum when 60 % of the elected representatives are in atten- 
dance. The congress is also the highest advisory organ of AKEL, electing the 
Central Committee (C.C.) and the Central Control Committee (C.C.C.) of the 
Party. The Central Committee elects the Secretary-General, the Political Bureau 
(15 Persons) and the Secretary to the Party (15 Persons).?° 


19 Katastatiko Leitourgias tou AKEL [Current statute of the party] (adopted in the 
18th Congress of the AKEL in November 1995). 
20 Ibid. 
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The C.C. guides the work of the party in the period between two Congresses, 
on the basis of the program, the constitution, the general political line and tac- 
tics and of the decisions of the congress (article 13 of the constitution). The 
Political Bureau (P.B.) directs the work of the Party in the period between the 
two plenary sessions of the C.C. It deals with all matters that interest the Party. 
It is answerable for its actions to the C.C. and gives account for its work at every 
regular plenary session. The number of members of the P.B. is specified by the 
C.C. and does not exceed 1/5 of its members (Article 14 of the constitution). 

The C.C.C. controls the implementation of decisions by the congress and the 
Party C.C. as well as the implementation of the policy and tactics of the Party 
in various fields, controls Party finances and apportions responsibility in the 
event of a violation of the program, of the constitution or of the regulations for 
the functioning of the Party.?! 

According to the constitution of the party (Article 9), the number of mem- 
bers of the C.C. and the C.C.C. is decided by the congress, at the suggestion of 
the outgoing C.C. and the C.C.C. respectively. The number of members of the. 
D.C. is decided by the District Conference at the suggestion of the outgoing 
D.C. The number of members of the Town Committees, the Rural Area 
Committees and of the Area Committees is decided by the corresponding con- 
ferences at the suggestion of the respective bodies. 

All party organizations are immediately responsible for facing the problems 
of the area or their place of work, within the framework of the political line, the 
tactics and the decisions of the Party. For purposes of guidance, for the promo- 
tion of decisions and for the study of specialized topics, party organizations con- 
vene conferences of cadres. Such conferences are of an advisory and informa- 
tive nature.?? ; 

Today the Party of the Working People possesses the most efficient organiza- 
tion in Cyprus and naturally has its own pool of potential voters and much in- 
fluence on society. Its organization cuts across all strata of the Cypriot Society, 
thereby enabling communists to continuously recruit new party members and 
cadres. The most important auxiliary organizations of AKEL today are the 
following: PEO (Pagkipria Ergatiki Omospondia - Pan-Cyprian Workers’ 
Federation), EKA (Enosi Kyprion Agroton - Cypriot Farmers’ union), POGO 
(Pagkipria Organosi Ginekeion Organoseon-Confederation of Women’s Organi- 
zations) and EDON (Enomeni Dimokratiki Organosi Neon-United Democratic 
Youth Organization). . 

With 75,000 members the PEO forms the largest labor federation on the is- 
land. It dates back to the First World War. The first Cypriot trade union of the 
island was founded under the name of PSE 1941, joining the existing regional 


21 The Constitution of AKEL, Article 16. 

22 Article 10 of the constitution of AKEL. i 

23 About the development of the Cypriot Labour Movement see Katzikides, Arbeiterbewe- 
gung und Arbeitsbeziehungen auf Zypern as well as Michaelides, The Turkish Cypriot 
Working Class. In: The Cyprus Review, 5 (1995), pp. 33-57. 
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worker associations to one. In 1946 the PSE was renamed PEO. This‘year 
marked the beginning of the reorganization of the trade union, although for 
many years it was involved in a protracted argument with the British. Since that 
year the PEO has been in the ascendant,?* expressing most clearly the moder- 
ate course of AKEL. At times of crisis, as in the 1970s after the division of the 
island by force and the resulting economic misery, it accepted wage and other 
rights cuts? in order to contribute to the recovery of the national economy. 

Today the PEO supports government policy because of the participation of 
AKEL in the cabinet. In return, the communist party protects its interests at the 
governmental level and blocks unpopular reforms. This happened once at the 
beginning of the Papadopoulos’ era, when the government had to give in to the 
unions without a fight because the communist party AKEL had sided with the 
workers and threatened to fight the reforms. The turn-about was a victory for 
the communists, suggesting that the president would rather put the future of the 
economy at risk than the government alliance. We hope to be proved wrong by 
the events of the next few months, when AKEL will turn up the pressure for peo- 
ple-friendly, vote-buying measures. 

Moreover, it struggles against the policy of “flexible labor relations” which 
include the signing of personal contracts but promotes respectable living condi- 
tions, safety at work in a pleasant environment, enough leisure time and condi- 
tions for creative recreation and easy access to quality spiritual and cultural ac- 
tivities.2® 

The internal structure of the PEO formally secures the representative partici- 
pation of every single trade union (for building, textiles, trade, pressure etc.). 
The highest organ is the so-called general council (Geniko Symvoulio) which 
consists of 85 to 105 members. The general council is accountable to the con- 
gress which meets every four years. Out of the General Council comes the ex- 
ecutive council, consisting of 17 to 25 members, as well as the Executive Bureau, 
consisting of 6 members.?? 

The youth organization of AKEL, EDON, forms the best means of recruiting 
new cadres for the party. Its origin dates back. to the 1920s. Its development is 
parallel to the history of the Communist Party of Cyprus because the creation 
of KKK in 1926, the predecessor of AKEL, is due to some young people from 
Limassol. It has existed under the name EDON since 1959. In recent years it 
has significantly contributed to the mutual understanding of the various groups 
of people on Cyprus. Membership amounts to 8,000.78 


24 Richter, Geschichte der Insel Zypern, vol. 1, pp. 432-434. 

25 Interview with the C.C. member of the AKEL, Giannakis Kolokassides. 

26 Apofasi tou 2ou Synedriou tis PEO. Proti Enotita gia ti drasi dock tin politiki tis PEO 
ston agona gia veltiosi tou viotikou epipedou ton ergazomenon. [Resolution der 
24th conferenz der PEO 11-13 Mars 2004: Unity for action in the struggle for improv- 
ing the life standard of the working people]. 

27 PEO homepage: www.peo.org.cy. 

28 According to data of the EDON. 
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No specific numbers exist for an accurate estimation of the membership of 
POGO, the women’s organization of AKEL, created in 1950. In 1988, before 
its transformation from a woman’s association to a pure communist organiza- 
tion (according to the official terminology there happened a transformation 
from a woman’s association to a mass movement), 16,000 members were attrib- 
uted to POGO. This number may not much deviate from today’s quantitative 
composition of the organization. The main historical achievement of POGO is 
its anti-colonialist activities against the British. 

Approximately 15,000 members are attributed today to the federation of the 
Cypriot farmers EKA (foundation year 1946). Thanks to its co-operative spirit, 
which in past decades secured co-operation with other federations on the island, 
different organizations were established, promoting the selling of agricultural 
products, social security and the financing of various corporate business activi- 
ties. At the organizational level EKA is constituted as a copy of PEO, whereby 
only the number of people participating in the various bodies is different.?? 


Ill. The Political and Ideological Identity of the Cypriot Communists 


At the ideologic level AKEL still defines itself as a party-of the working class and 
the working people pursuing the establishment of socialism-communism, “which 
is the best, most just and civilized social system, the system which abolishes the 
exploitation of man by man and creates all the necessary conditions for unhin- 
dered progress to prosperity and happiness for the whole people”.>° 

In respect of its activities, AKEL claims to be guided by Marxism-Leninism 
which develops with the endless progress of knowledge and by economic and 
political evolution. AKEL’s ultimate aim is - according to the constitution of the 
party - the creation of “democratic and humane socialism, of an advanced so- 
ciety based on peace and freedom, on political and social justice and the respect 
of human rights”. i 

However, this program can be applied only after the independence of Cyprus 
has been achieved and only if the majority of the Cypriot people democratical- 
ly support the establishment of this system followed by. several interim stages. 
Thus, the economic transformation of capitalism into socialism and the social 
and political procedure for the establishment of socialism is shaped by the par- 
ticular conditions, the nature of each unique society.?! 


29 About the history of the auxiliary organizations of AKEL see Richter, AKEL die Kom- 
munistische Partei Zyperns. In: Thetis, 9 (2002), pp. 231-235. 

30 Current Programme of AKEL (Published by the CC of AKEL). 

31 Interview with the C.C. Member of AKEL Giannakis Kolokassides and Our Concept of 
Socialism (adopted by the 17th Congress of AKEL Nicosia 3-7 October 1990), 
pp. 7-10. 
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It is remarkable that the party avoids any reference to the word “revolution” 
or “revolutionary procedure”. In opposition, it is underlined that the creation 
of a socialist society in Cyprus will be the result of the freely and democratical- 
ly expressed wish of the people of Cyprus. Even the AKEL considers the follow- 
ing as necessary presuppositions for social and political development: “The free 
functioning of parties, the democratic acquisition, exercise and change of polit- 
ical authority, as well as changes to the constitution or to the social system, pro- 
vided that such developments follow the free choice of the people through dem- 
ocratic and properly conducted procedures.”?? 

The ideological orientation of AKEL still shines through of the text adopted 
at the 17th congress of the party in 1990 and named “Our concept of social- 
ism” (I antilipsi mas gia to Sosialismo).>> Marxism and Leninism are still the 
theoretical foundation of party identity. According to this text, the Leninist con- 
ception of socialism constitutes the most important source of modern dialecti- 
cal thought for socialism. However, it is noticeable how the party emphasizes its 
loyalty to the non-violent way to socialism. The struggle for socialism will rely 
on securing a political majority among the people, expressed though the daily 
struggle for the promotion of the rights of the broader strata of the people and 
though continuous enlightenment. The securing of a political majority will be 
achieved through the cooperation and alliance of all those political forces which, 
to larger or lesser extent, will be interested in the realization of social transfor- 
mation.’* 

It is quite untypical that the Cypriot communists do not principally reject 
Social Democracy which is appreciated for its contribution to the development 
of values and the dissemination of the ideas of socialism and to social reforms 
which, in turn, contributed to the improvement of the well-being and social pro- 
tection of the working people in certain capitalist countries.’ 

The party acknowledges the capitalist nature of the Cypriot society as a real- 
ity. In the political resolution of the last 19th congress (December 2000) it was 
reaffirmed that AKEL is striving for a socio-economic policy focusing on man 
and human needs, not on the absoluteness of market laws and the welfare of 
numbers and a policy of many-sided and multi-dimensional development, a pol- 
icy of mixed economy in which private, state and co-operative initiative will co- 
exist and co-operate.?® Actually, the party’s policies on social and economic is- 
sues have permanently become more moderate and conciliatory and no major 
industrial action has been taken in recent years by the powerful trade unions 
under its control or influence. . 


32 The Constitution of AKEL. 

33 I antilipsi mas gia to sosialismo [Our Concept of Socialism] (adopted by the 17th Con- 
gress of AKEL Nicosia 3-7 October 1990). 

34 Ibid., p. 11. 

35 Ibid., p. 4. 

36 Politiki Apofasi tou 190u Synedriou der AKEL [Political resolution of the 19th Congress 
of the AKEL] (7-9 December 2000). 
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However, the AKEL continues to present itself as a communist party, while 
putting the emphasis on the designation The left-wing party of Cyprus. In addi- 
tion to its past, a long-standing organizational effort and balanced political choic- 
es form the basis of its strength. That is something that can be recognized by 
the electoral strategy of the party in the last parliamentary elections of 2001. 
The major issues of AKEL’s campaign were the state of the economy, the growth 
of criminality and the spread of drugs, the clientelism practiced by the govern- 
ment and the need to take initiatives to resolve the Cyprus question. Meanwhile, 
opinion polls have indicated that voters were very concerned with criminality 
and drugs, and to a lesser degree with other internal problems, while the major 
criteria for choosing a party were the party’s positions on the Cyprus issues, the 
personality of candidates and ideology. 

Thus AKEL most strongly shaped the profile of an established social-demo- 
crat party. Thanks to its spirit of cooperation with other parties and its moder- 
ate governing behavior proved many times in the past it developed the image of 
a very competent political, social and economic actor in the Cypriot communi- 
ty. Even the Church in Cyprus is the old and respected institution to which the 
party has a good relationship. 

Finally it can be concluded that today AKEL corresponds more to a social- 
democratic party which, however, still employs the Marxist-Leninist rhetoric for 
purely populist reasons. Thus the AKEL does not belong to the category of post- 
communist parties which emerged in the era of the Post Cold War but consti- 
tutes a political singularity among the parties which still call themselves commu- 
nist, although the communists perceive their natural role as defenders of the 
little man against the evils of liberalisation, globalisation and the scary, faceless 
multinational. 

Globalisation, as it is being achieved today, does not follow - according to 
the perception of the Party - a progressive path and is not interested in social 
justice. The way globalisation is being achieved today “serves only the interests 
of the economic colossuses and of the leading western powers [...] It subjects 
the developing countries to the most abject dependence and the most horren- 
dous deprivation of their peoples. Hunger and disease decimate whole popula- 
tions. The gap between North and South is constantly being widened. In a world 
which has got all the possibilities, all the resources, all the scientific knowledge 
and technological know-how to secure a respectable life for all men and women, 
what prevails is hunger, misery, poverty, disease, unemployment, illiteracy, ex- 
ploitation of child labour and despair for the future”.?7 

In this regard, the AKEL follows the classic perception of the other existing 
communist parties towards the Post Cold War order. Accordingly, globalisation 
is related to an all-out advance of neo-liberalism, which under the deceitful slo- 
gans of freedom of business activities and the freedom of the market covers its 


37 1 Protasi tou AKEL gia Eksigchronismo tis Koinonias mas [AKEL’s Proposal for the 
Modernization of our Society]. 
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intention to attack on all fronts the achievements and the living standards of the 
working people whom the economic colossuses want to transform into the prey 
of the blind and uncontrolled laws of the market and into a source of easy prof- 
it. Millions of people throughout the world are forced by the capitalistic mono- 
poles to face unemployment and to be socially marginalised. “Mankind can and 
must free itself from this nightmare of a return to barbarism. The new social 
order, neo-liberalism and the globalisation of capital cannot be the future of 
mankind. We do not deceive ourselves, hoping for easy victories and for dei ex 
machine. Yet, whatever the difficulties, the objective need for progressive mo- 
dernisation will unite the peoples of the world in their struggle against misery 
and the world hegemony of the few. The world mobilisation, which is getting 
stronger every day, slowly embraces more and more people. This social and su- 
pra-nationalist reaction rekindles the hope for a better future for mankind”.?® 

This way the party disguises the true situation by clever manipulation. On the 
one hand it reinforces among party supporters the sense that it is a proletarian 
party. On the other hand it allays the fears of the Cypriot middle-class that it 
might alert the status quo. 

In the case of AKEL this suggests the party to cover the whole spectrum of - 
left-wing ideology, justifying the use of the name AKEL Aristera-Nees Dynameis 
(AKEL-Left-New Forces) introduced since 1991. AKEL also benefited from sig- 
nificant sections of the electorate considering it the only reliable alternative to 
the right-wing government of Glafkos Clerides. 

In regard to the Cyprus problem, AKEL is still fighting for a Cyprus that will 
be independent, sovereign, federal, non-aligned and demilitarized, free from for- 
eign troops, settlers and bases: for a Cyprus where all minorities, Greek 
Cypriots, Turkish Cypriots, Maronites, Armenians and Latins will live in peace 
and brotherhood to build the happy future of their common motherland. 


“In the struggle to liberate Cyprus, the main enemy of the people of Cyprus is the Turkish 
occupation and the forces of imperialism which support it, as well as their local stooges 
and supporters. Against the above, a ceaseless and uncompromising struggle is being wa- 
ged. The moving force behind this struggle are the workers, office workers, peasants, 
professionals and artisans, men of letters, the national bourgeois class - all those who 
have not connected their interests with the interests of the enemies of Cyprus. They are 
Greek Cypriots, Turkish Cypriots, Maronites, Armenians and Latins. To achieve our an- 
ti-imperialist, liberation, anti-occupation aims of the struggle it is necessary to forge to- 
gether all the moving forces into one common front. The basis of such a front will be the 
alliance between the urban and rural working class and workers generally. AKEL is con- 
sistently in the forefront of the struggle for the creation of this common front.”?? 


Moreover, AKEL considers that the rapprochement of Greek Cypriots and 
Turkish Cypriots is an integral part of this common front and consistently strug- 
gles for its achievement and development. In this light, the meeting of AKEL, 


38 Ibid. 
39 The Constitution of AKEL. 
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which the Socialist United Party of Turkey and the Communist Party of Greece 
on 16 and 17 September 1995 is to be evaluated as a milestone. The three par- 
ties committed themselves to striving for a resolution of the Cyprus conflict in 
accordance with international and UN resolutions.*° 

In this logic, a meeting of several communist parties took place in London 
on 13 February 1999 in order to sign a “joint declaration” on the continuing 
abeyance of the Cyprus problem and the escalation of deadlocks, seeking for “a 
viable and feasible solution [...] based on political equality and economic and 
social parity of the two communities”. The parties that met in London were 
AKEL-Progressive Party of Working People, CTP-Republican Turkish Party, 
YBH-Patriotic Unity Movement, KKE-Communist Party of Greece, Synaspis- 
mos-Coalition of the Forces of the Left and Progress of Greece and ODP- 
Freedom and Solidarity Party of Turkey. r 

The parties denounced any action that could lead to an escalation of the ag- 
gravated situation and to a possible military conflict. They supported a solution 
which adequately guarantees the independence, territorial integrity, sovereign- 
ty and unity of a bi-communal, bi-zonal Federal Republic of Cyprus against eno- 
sis, partition or secession in any form. This declaration was at this time direct- 
ed against the political strategy of leader of the Turkish Cypriot Community Rauf 
Denktash.*! ; 

A similar meeting took place in Paris in January 2003, after the negotiations 
about the reunification of the divided island had again reached a deadlock. Left 
parties from Turkey, Greece and both sides of Cyprus agreed on the basis of an 
AKEL-paper upon some measures to promote rapprochement and to restore 
confidence between the two communities. All of the parties underlined “the ur- 
gent need to find a peaceful, just, democratic and viable solution [...] They sup- 
port a solution that will be based on the consolidation of the security feeling in 
both communities and the safeguarding of the human rights and freedoms.of all 
citizens without any discrimination on the basis of national origin. The solution 
will be based on International Law; they call on all concerned and responsible 
sides to comply with the above mentioned agreed federal framework paving the . 
way for substantive and meaningful dialogue”.*? 

Of great significance for judgeing on the Cypriot Communists is the evalua- 
tion made by the party in 1990 about the class structure of Cypriot society, which 
still remains the main ideological approach of AKEL. By a fallacious evaluation 
of the existing capitalistic economic balances the working class is considered to 
be the largest class in Cyprus in order to legitimate the great electoral support 
of the party. According to the Communists, the working class includes wage and 
salary earners who do not own the means of production and provide their 
labour force to earn a living. It also includes wage and salary earners who, on 


40 Official common communique of the parties (Istanbul, 17 September 1995). 

41 Joint Declaration of the Parties that met in London 13 February 1999. 

42 New European Left Forum - XXIII Meeting 10-12.1.2003 PARIS: Declaration on 
Cyprus. 
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40 Official common communique of the parties (Istanbul, 17 September’1995). 

41 Joint Declaration of the Parties that met in London 13 February 1999. 

42 New European Left Forum - XXIII Meeting 10-12.1.2003 PARIS: Declaration on 
Cyprus. 
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the basis of their income, position and role in production, belong to the middle 
class or the bourgeois class. 

The evaluation of the other classes of the Cypriot society is also one dimen- 
sional. The bourgeois class is, according the Communists’s analysis, not a ho- 
mogenous class. It is divided into the lower, the middle and the monopolistic 
bourgeois class. The majority of capitalist enterprises range from small to aver- 
age. The big businesses, however, enjoy the biggest share in the distribution of 
profits. The middle class consists of self employed tradesmen of all kinds and 
wage or salary earners who play an important role in production and receive 
higher wages. They do not form a homogenous class; many belong to the class 
while some belong to the bourgeois class. 

Although the intellectuals have been traditionally a pillar of communist move- 
ments worldwide, the AKEL pays little attention them. In the estimation of the 
Cypriot Communists about the intellectuals all one can find is that they consti- 
tute a social strata and belong to all classes; the working class, the bourgeois and 
the middle class and that there is a tendency for salaried intellectual work with 
a parallel passing of the intelligentsia into the working class. 


IV. The electoral influence of AKEL over time 


1 
The decisive factor determining the influence of AKEL is the relationship it has 
established with the working class since the formation of the Communist Party 
of Cyprus. The bigger the number of workers, the higher the influence of AKEL. 
In this respect, the phenomenon of the “red ring” surrounding the town centre 
is met in Cyprus; the party’s influence increases with distance from city centres. 

Port towns Ammochostos, Larnaka and Lemesos are traditional left-wing cen- 
tres, the latter being also a place of increased industrial activity. Important ru- 
ral communities in the vicinity of towns, especially those without important agri- 
cultural resources are left-wing. They are met on an axis between Lefkosia and 
Larnaka. 

Labour is not AKEL’s only source of support. Opinion polls show that its in- 
fluence extends to all social classes, even the upper class. For many decades the 
party has assisted its supporters to realize their ambitions for social mobility 
through education in Soviet and other Eastern bloc universities. Thousands of 
Cypriots were given scholarships under various schemes and have not forgotten 
that the party’s help was a decisive factor in improving their social status. 
Refugee support for AKEL is strong. In May 2001 AKEL received about 39 per- 
cent of the refugee vote, four points more than the party’s average among the 
electorate as a whole. 


43 I antilipsi mas gia to Sosialismo, pp. 10-11. 


278 Andreas Stergiou 


This is due to historical factors. A significant number of refugees came from 
the coastal town of Famagusta and others from villages in the vicinity of Nicosia 
and Famagusta, where left-wing influence was very important before 1974. 
Finally, AKEL’s historical role is the reason why its share of the vote is higher 
among elderly people, those who grew up with the party, while its more recent 
history and slow change with regard to political discourse and politics also made 
it possible to attract young people, although in a slightly smaller proportion than 
the party’s average. 

The conservative tradition of agricultural areas remains a rule also in Cyprus. 
The only exceptions are communities surrounding mines; mining activity start- 
ed at about 1900, and important labour concentration offered the opportunity 
for the development of the leftist ideology. The displacement of refugees** to for- 
mer Turkish Cypriot inhabited villages has somehow changed the landscape. 

Party influence up to the 1996 elections shows an increase for the socialist 
party, EDEK and AKEL, in rural areas as a result of important losses of the cen- 
- tre-right Democratic Party‘? DIKO. In the case of EDEK, there is a strong de- 
cline of influence in towns and especially in Nicosia which formed the core of 
its force. AKEL's -influence has benefited from the decline in DIKO’s and 
EDEK’s share and from the fact that in 1993 the right-wing Democratic Rally 
Party (the Conservative Party of Cyprus) DISY elected in 1993 Glafcos Clerides 
as President; it played the a role of a force to counterbalance a right-wing gov- 
ernment. In February 1988 a businessman, Georges Vassiliou, supported by 
AKEL, was elected third President of the Republic; he defeated Glafcos Clerides 
in the second round, with 51.6 % against 48.4 %. 

A new electoral system, proportional representation with the threshold set 
to the percentage needed for one seat (1/56 or 1.8 %) was adopted in June 1995. 
With the hope that the new system would make it easier to elect, two new par- 
ties were formed; the New Horizons and the Green Party of Cyprus (Environ- 
mentalists Movement), along with the Free Democrats Movement which was 
formed in 1994 by former president Georges Vassiliou, are the new forces to 
contest seats in the Parliament. 

In the May 1996 elections the only party to increase its appeal was AKEL, 
with 33 % and 19 seats. The Democratic Party and socialist EDEK suffered im- 
portant losses and they were down to 16.4 % and 8.1 %, while losses for the 
Democratic Rally which had common lists with the Liberals, were limited to 
about 1.5 points, down to 34.4 %. 

Two coalitions were formed in view of the mayoral elections in December 
1996, the Democratic Rally again joined forces with the Democratic Party, and 
AKEL cooperated with EDEK. The latter managed to elect the majority of its 
candidates. 


44 Among the refugees the vote for AKEL is high. 
45 This party originally appeared as the Democratic Front. 


The Communist Party of Cyprus 279 


The central stage in the presidential elections of February 1998 was occupied 
by the Democratic Party and its leader, Spyros Kyprianou. By an unprecedent- 
ed move, 45 days before the election, Kyprianou withdrew DIKO ministers who 
had shared power for about five years in the Clerides government and an- 
nounced support for AKEL’s candidate, Georges Iakovou. Georges Iakovou had 
a slight advantage in the first round over Clerides (40.6 % to 40.06 %). Clerides 
was the final winner and re-elected president with 51.8 %, in a fierce second 
round battle. 

Eight parties contested the May 2001 parliamentary elections: the Demo- 
cratic Rally, AKEL, the Democratic Party, the Social Democrats Movement 
(KISOS), which succeeded EDEK, the United Democrats, which succeeded the 
Free Democrats Movement that merged with ADISOK, the New Horizons, the 
Environmentalists Movement and the newly formed Fighting Democratic 
Movement (ADIK), founded by former minister and DIKO vice chairman Dinos 
Michaelides. 

AKEL increased its share to 34.7 % and became the largest political force, 
while all other parties lost ground, with Democratic Rally down to 34 %, the 
Democratic Party to 15.8 % and KISOS to 6.5 %. For the first time eight par- 
ties are represented in parliament.*® 

On 21 Mai 2006 parliamentary elections took place in Cyprus. It was the first 
electoral range after the rejection of the Annan Plan two years ago and every- 
body expected the voters to approve or disapprove the attitude of each party to 
the plebiscite. However, it is known that familiar ties in the Cypriot society play 
an important part and restrain the voters from changing their voting behaviour. 
The electoral results can be evaluated as a victory of the president of the Cyprus 
Republic, Tasos Papadopoulos, whose party increased its electoral share by 25 % 
(from 14.8 % to 17.92 %). The AKEL Left-Wing and new forces lost over 3% 
of their electoral share and came down to 31.13 per cent. f 


Table 3: Electoral Results 2006 


X Parliamentary Elections 2006 


46 Christoforou, Electoral report, pp. 102-105. 
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The communists together with the Democratic Rally, which also lost 3 per 
cent of its electoral share and came to 30.34 per cent, were the great loosers of ` 
the elections. Among the winners belong the Socialist Democrats (former 
KISOS) with 8.91% and the new European Party 5.75% which is the outcome 
of the fusion of three small parties. Despite the loss of three per cent of its vote, 
the AKEL remains the leading party of the island and therefore claimed the vic- 
tory and the role of key player in the political arena. 

By: surveying the electoral evolution of AKEL we can argue that AKEL’s suc- 
cess is a product of its historical ability to represent and integrate this particu- 
lar segment of society within its organizational structure, as well as its wider ap- 
peal which is not limited to the working class. However, the existence of a large 
working class and the absence of a powerful and influential socialist party as well 
as the late emergence and ineffective campaigns of the new left can also be men- 
tioned as factors that explain the AKEL’ s continuous success since the 1970s. 


V. The Concept of Foreign Political Relations of AKEL 


In 1994, when Andros Kyprianou filled the post of the “head of the internation- 
al relations of AKEL”, the party decided to pursue two goals at the same time, 
i.e. the political and geographical enlargement of party influence. Up to that 
time the party had maintained relations only with communist parties. The new 
qualitative change was based on the relationship to the ideological principles of 
other political camps. In this regard, three categories of parties are under dis- 
cussion: the social-democratic, the alternative (the Greens) and, naturally, the 
Marxist. Co-operation with right-wing parties, such as the main rival of AKEL 
in Cyprus, the conservative party DISY, is still strictly rejected. The geographi- 
cal extension covers Western and Eastern Europe, the Arab countries except 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, as well as the labour party of Israel. Like before AKEL 
maintains close relations with the communist party of Greece, KKE, as well as 
the left-wing ecological party of Greece, Synaspismos. 

Andros Kyprianou is the political climber within the party and perhaps the 
future successor of Christofias. Born in Nicosia on 26 October 1955, he man- 
aged to occupy at very short time the position of the Professional Executive in 
the Central Committee of AKEL. At the beginning of his political career he was 
the Head of the Sports Departmerit, of the Local Authorities Department and of 
the Environment Department of the Central Committee of AKEL. He studied Civil 
Engineering [Higher Technical Institute (A.T.].)]. He also attended a series of 
classes in Pedagogics (organised by the Higher Technical Institute) and further 
training in wood technology (Rimini Training School, Italy). 

He was a member of the delegation of the House to the E.U.-Cyprus Joint 
Parliamentary Committee and chairman of the House Standing Committee on 
Labour and Social Insurance. Today he is Secretary for International Relations 
of the Central Committee of AKEL, a member of the Political Bureau of the Party 
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and Party Spokesman. He is also a member of the House Standing Committee 
on Selection, chairman of the House Standing Committee on Domestic Affairs 
and a member of the House Standing Committees on Foreign Affairs and on 
Development Plans and Public Expenditure Control. At the parliamentary elec- 
tions of 27 May 2001 he was elected Member of the House of Representatives 
standing as an AKEL - Left New Forces candidate in the Nicosia constituency. 


